






DNA and Genetics Lab Activity: Clone
Name
Professor
Course
Date


DNA and Genetics Lab Activity: Clone
Cloning for the purposes of producing babes remains a controversial issue in academia, politics and in religious circle. 
However, it has been shown that cloning is not just meant to produce human beings, it can be used to save lives, heal the sick. Proponents of the cloning process sees it as a “miracle “ nature has presented to them as a technique of solving issues that have seemed challenging. Take for instance, a patient in the movie with a kidney failure and needs a transplant, she has to be on the waiting list for longer, just hoping to find one. To solve such problem, PPL Therapeutic director states that they are working on genetically modifying pig organs so that they can be used to save lives. They believe this is possible through removing the sugar in the organ, and deleting the gene and replacing that sugar part with the appropriate sugar. Here, existing instruction in the gene are removed a new instructions of a gene from that animal that will receive the modified gene. The gene is tweaked with new instructions and told how to grow or respond.
Upon watching the documentary, two questions on my part arise:  First, is human being the new guinea pig, to be used for research: is cloning the only hope for humanity? Secondly, what is the consequence of cloning on society?
On the first part on whether human being is being used as a guinea pig for research or not, I believe it is true. Cloning test does not result in the intended product. Some embryos die even before they produce the intent product. This means more tests. And more test on human. Using genes and even embryos obtained from human. Secondly, no one can predict the number of tests they need to conduct to arrive at the desired product. In the case of Dolly the sheep for instance, 277 trials were conducted, only one was successful. 276 trails were fails (Documentary, 2002: 13 min).   Interestingly, Dolly has arthritis. Will they clone another to get a better version?
Lastly, cloning does not provide any hope to humanity at all. Whatever is cloned does not produce the exact product intended. The product is unlikely to turn out to be the same as intended as seen in cloning of celebrities from their stem cells. They offspring produced are not physically same; and, even act differently. Is it even worth the time to clone and get undesired result? No. Cloned products do not meet the client’s expectations.
On the impact of cloning on society, it presents negative consequences and is likely to shake the very foundation of human civilization. First, cloning treats or reduces a child into a product. The question that follows is whether, it would be in the best interest of the child to be treated as a product or a human being? Would the child feel better to be a clone?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Secondly, tweaking of genes amounts to genetic manipulation. This results into unpredictable result (Documentary, 2002: 22min). The tweaked gene produces, later, unknown consequences. Imagine a generation resulting from cloning being unable to know their fate, or being tested so that better being can be cloned later after learning from previous mistakes in cloning. Lastly, cloning poses a greater society and humanity because it is going to result in “human differences” arising from “real” human and cloned human. The former will feel superior to the latter. This is likely to lead to enslavement and even genocide to eliminate each other.
Generally, the film provided balanced and educative discourse on the cloning subject. There was no biasness in presentation made from the documentary, save where each party presented his support or opposition on the subject. Professionalism was exhibited from scientists dealing with the subject, especially their explanation of the process and “product”.
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